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Agenda

• Overview of SureBackup
– Veeam Backup and Replication v5

– vPower suite of functionality

• New ways that SureBackup can add value to 
virtualized environments
– No additional cost

– Storage savings

– Reduce risk

– More closely resemble live workloads

• Raffle
– VMware vSphere 4.1 HA and DRS Technical deep dive

– Time Management for System Administrators



What is SureBackup?

• New feature of Veeam Backup and 

Replication v5 with vPower



Why have a feature like SureBackup?

• High uptime may hide issues with running 
virtual machines.



How could that happen?

• Backups until this point had processed a 

backup as is, which may be inoperable.

– Issues such as registry issues, pending blue screen 

of death, mal-configured page file or other issues may 

not be manifested on next boot.

– A standard backup would only take these situations, 

as-is in the backup pass



Primary purpose of SureBackup

• Recovery verification ensures that a backup 

virtual machine is indeed recoverable.

• File-level recovery may not be enough.

• This is done through loading the backup file 

in a read-only fashion as a bootable virtual 

machine.



But there is more!

• SureBackup can be configured for specific 

tests to ensure more than just being bootable

– Ping success

– VM heartbeat received

– Active configuration via script

– Automation options

• Storage savings by not allocating additional 

space as you would in a clone or new VM 

build.



Virtual lab



Interactive demo

• How to launch the backup file in the virtual 

lab configuration.



1st New way to use SureBackup

• Security penetration testing

– Configuring the backup as a virtual machine 

accessible for penetration testing.

• Too many times penetration testing will cause adverse impact 

on live systems.

• We may not know if a vulnerability exists unless we truly 

attempt to exploit.

• False data injections and performance implications



2nd New way to use SureBackup

• Database modeling or mining operations

– Number of times when data modeling or read-only 

access may cause unwanted extra read on 

production systems

– Many large databases may have the occasional need 

for a one-time large job that may impact production



3rd New way to use SureBackup

• Refine automation

– Changes to PowerCLI causing any pain?

• http://searchservervirtualization.techtarget.com/news/152582

4/VMware-users-vexed-by-quiet-changes-in-PowerCLI-41

– Environment scripting for complicated scenarios may 

be hard to test

• Further, can we really test the whole way down? Now we 

can.
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4th New way to use SureBackup

• Testing large Group Policy Objects (GPOs)

– Group Policy in many organizations is treated just like 

any other tier 1 application

– How is it tested? Further, how accurate is the test 

environment to the live production configuration?



5th New way to use SureBackup

• Test a multi-tier application upgrade

– Too many times, systems are so interconnected with 

each other.

– Major updates or version upgrades can be hard to 

test.

• SureBackup allows a fully representative sandbox of the 

running configuration to be made available



SWAG! Free Stuff!

• First 5 people win a book, compliments of 

Veeam.

– Question sent on webcast, response via chat.

– First respondent gets a choice between HA and DRS 

deep dive and Time Management for System 

Administrators.

– 4 HA/DRS books

– 1 Time book



Questions / Comments?

• Thank you for your time!

• More information:
– http://www.twitter.com/veeam

– http://www.veeam.com

– http://www.veeam.com/blog

– Release Notes 
http://www.veeam.com/veeam_backup_5_0_1_release_no
tes_rn.pdf

– User Guide 
http://www.veeam.com/veeam_backup_5_0_1_user_guide
_pg.pdf
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